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BASIC MANIFESTATIONS OF CORRUPTION IN THE
FIELD OF SOCIAL PROTECTION OF MILITARY MEN

AND MEASURES OF PREVENTION AND COUNTERACTION
TO THEM

Paper is devoted to the processes that are continuing and filled with manifestations
of corruption in the field of social protection of servicemen in the system of the Ministry
of Defense of Ukraine and the Armed Forces of Ukraine. In the context of finding
effective counter-corruption measures and preventing its manifestations, the essence of
subjective and objective signs of corruption in the above-mentioned sphere is considered.

The prospective directions of an improvement of administrative and legal mechanisms
for minimizing the influence of corruption and related negative factors on the processes of
providing social protection of servicemen are outlined. At the same time, the measures,
which are to be taken to combat corruption, capable of increasing the effectiveness of the
regulation of processes aimed at overcoming them, are identified.

It has been determined that such a phenomenon as corruption in the Ministry of
Defense of Ukraine and the Armed Forces of Ukraine, in particular in the sphere of
regulation of processes, directly affecting the level of proper ensuring the implementation
of guaranteed rights and freedoms of military personnel, destroys defense institutions
from the inside, thus depriving them of the ability to adequately respond to external
challenges (armed aggression).

It is proved that the proper social protection of servicemen, which includes satisfaction
of the material and spiritual needs of servicemen in accordance with the special type of
their official activity, status in society, maintenance of social stability in the military
environment is a significant factor in the development of the rule of law and civil society
and the priority task state institutions at the present stage of development and the
formation of statehood.

The study identifies the factors that influence the manifestation of corruption in the
military environment, in particular, the human and economic factors covered by the
mercenary desire of military officials to be enriched by deliberate violation of moral and
legal norms.

It is determined that as of today there is no a program to overcome corruption at
the stage of its manifestations in the system of higher military leadership, where there is
a legal nihilism, a sense of permissiveness and impunity for the committed acts of corruption,
which contributes to corruption in the Ministry of Defense of Ukraine and the Armed
Forces of Ukraine as a whole.

For the first time, the notion of corruption in the field of providing social protection
of servicemen is formulated as a complex, multifaceted phenomenon that covers the
nature of its occurrence, administrative rules that contain sanctions, the activity of specially
created bodies on the prevention and detection of corruption and related offenses.

It is concluded that the sphere of social protection of servicemen in its present form
is vulnerable and contributes, in its content, to the formation of risks, mainly related to
corruption. Measures to counteract and prevent such negative phenomena are not sufficiently
effective, and require changes and additions, and sometimes full reboots.
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Measures to counter and prevent corruption in the Ministry of Defense of Ukraine
and the Armed Forces of Ukraine have been identified, including the provision of wide
coverage in the mass media of law-enforcement activities aimed at the overcoming
corruption in the military environment, in particular officials who are in office in positions
of authority formation of the definition of needs for servicemen (corruption is afraid of
publicity), for civilian control over the activities carried out by the Ministry of the
Defense of Ukraine and the Armed Forces of Ukraine to establish cooperation with civil
society institutions (corruption is afraid of transparency, openness), to develop and take
measures that are necessary and justified to prevent and detect corruption, while carrying
out a regular assessment of corruption risks in military units (corruption is afraid of
respect for the Law), the creation in the military units of a situation of intolerance for the
commission of corruption, including the introduction of officials in the official activities
ethical rules of integrity (corruption “is afraid of” the inevitability of punishment), provision
of an operational information to respond to the challenges, excluding the persecution of
servicemen, civil servants and employees of the Armed Forces of Ukraine for reporting
cases of corruption or corruption-related offenses, providing systemic counseling with the
use of anti-corruption experts on the implementation of processes taking place on the
path to improvement of anti-corruption legislation (corruption fear of legal awareness).

Keywords: social protection, corruption, military officials, special norms, national
security.
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